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Experimental fims have always been a rarity in Hong Kong cinema and this makes The
Life and Times of Ho Chung Village an even more unigue experience, as the film not only
experiments, but also carries with it - through a montage of old photographs of He Chung
Village in Sai Kung — poignant nostalgia of vilage life that could now only exist in memaories.
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Tsang Tsui Shan graduated from the Hong Kong Academy for Perferming Arts. She won the ifva silver
prize in 2004 with the film Lonely Planet. She completed her first feature-length film Lovers on the Road
in 2008, which won the Best Crama Award at the §th South Taiwan Fim Festival.
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Director’s Note

Our city is forever changing, including Ho
Chung River. Its ecosystem is completely
devastated by a so-called expansion project
which merely prevents occasional flooding
of the surrounding areas. | am heartbroken.
People have lived near Ho Chung River for
some 500 years. The river is their history,
their lifeline. | started my film project of Ho
Chung River and related stories last year. it
is the first documentary short of my series
about rivers.
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Background information

The history of Ho Chung Village in Sai Kung dates back to more than several hundred years.
The Chekung Temple at the village's entrance was built more than four hundred years ago,
two centuries earlier than the one in Tai Wai. The temple was reopened in March 2010
following renovation and although it is not as well-known as its Tai Wai counterpart, it is still
visited by many all year round.

The Da Jiu Festival is a major event of celebration amongst villagers, though its decennial
nature means it often goes unncticed by the public. Despite not achieving the level of
popularity enjoyed by the Da Jiu Festival in Cheung Chau, it is nonetheless a major
celebratory event to villagers, who travel back to the village each time from all over the world
in order to take part. The twentieth Da Jiu Festival took place in January earlier this year and
was concluded with a big feast with the villagers playing host to over a hundred tables of
their relatives and friends.

Ho Chung River flows through the village into Hebe Haven. Flooding has been a problemn for
many years. The Drainage Service Department has taken on suggestions from environmental
NGOs to widen the river. Aside from eliminating the risk of floods, the new design enables
fish to swim upriver. After the paving of the river bed with natural materials, there is also
now a resurgence of water life such as eels in the Ho Chung River. Some villagers however
did not find flooding in the Ho Chung area serious. Moreover the widening of the river has
damaged the natural habitat and caused logging of the mangroves along the river.
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